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notwithstanding pageants, classical studies, literary work,
social gatherings, and field sports, there was no neglect of
public affairs, but that, on the contrary, these were most
ably administered.

In 1470, soon after his father Piero's death, there came
(as on each occasion that the family gained a new head)
another attempt to destroy the Medici Dietisalvi Neroni14
and the others exiled with him thought they saw an oppor-
tunity for doing this now that Piero was gone, and in view
of Lorenzo's youth and inexperience. Accordingly, having
collected a force they seized Prato, the nearest of Florence's
subject towns, and hoped by means of concurrent intrigues in
Florence and assistance from Ferrara to succeed in the
above object. But Lorenzo was equal to the occasion: the
intrigues in the city were foiled by his tact, troops were sent
from Florence who retook Prato, and the rebellion was put
down.

In 1471 the Duke of Milan, Galeazzo Sforza, came with
his wife, Bona of Savoy, and two daughters, and a great
retinue, to visit Lorenzo, the latter having himself twice been
entertained at Milan, once in 1465, when at the age of six-
teen he was present at the marriage of Ippolita Sforza to the
Duke of Calabria, and again in 1469, when he went to rep-
resent his father as godfather to Galeazzo Sforza's infant
heir. On the occasion of this visit to Florence l5 the Duke of
Milan, desiring to overawe and impress his two young hosts,
as well as the people of Florence, came with a great display
of his wealth and importance. We are told that his retinue
included "councillors, chamberlains, courtiers, and vassals;
twelve litters covered with gold brocade, in which the ladies
of the party travelled; 50 grooms in liveries of cloth of silver;
numerous servants all clad, even the kitchen boys, in silk
or velvet; 50 war horses with saddles of gold brocade, gilded
stirrups, and silk-embroidered bridles, and 500 couple of
hounds, with huntsmen, falcons, and falconers, together with